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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 
 
This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 
Using the template 
 
Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% 
the size of the final poster. All text and graphics will 
be printed at 100% their size. To see what your 
poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 
100% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics 
before you submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a 
placeholder and type in or paste your text. To move 
a placeholder, click on it once (to select it), place 
your cursor on its frame and your cursor will change 
to this symbol:         Then, click once and drag it to 
its new location where you can resize it as needed. 
Additional placeholders can be found on the left 
side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template has four 
different column layouts.  
Right-click your mouse 
on the background and  
click on “Layout” to see  
the layout options. 
The columns in the provided layouts are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the 
left side of the template. Move it anywhere as 
needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a 
table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, 
click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and 
change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to 
the “Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can 
choose from the provide color combinations or you 








QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
professional  poster. It will save you valuable time 
placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will 
guide you through the poster design process and 
answer your poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 





Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto 
the poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder 
to the poster area to add another section header. 
Use section headers to separate topics or concepts 





Move this preformatted text placeholder to the 






Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size 
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     Martha Harris McCurdy grew up in the Beech Settlement. Her 
parents were founding members of the library, and she taught 
school  in the community.  She later became active in the 
temperance movement, worked for A.M.E. Bishop Henry M. Turner 
in Georgia, edited a women’s church magazine, and became the state 
Indiana chairman of the W.C.T.U. 
Indiana Historical Society, SC2440 
Indiana Historical Society, SC2440 
Name redacted for electronic distribution. 
Roberts Family descendant now working on his family genealogy. 
This building was built in the 1860s, 
replacing the log cabin that originally 
housed the church and library, and is still 
used for the annual Homecoming in 
August.  
 
On October 2, 1840, the Indiana Annual 
Conference of the A.M.E. Church was 
organized at this site. 
 Article 2nd   That it be the duty of the librarian 
to loan one volume and only one at a time to 
any member of the library and that he 
carefully register the loan, return, and amount 
of any injury or default. 
  
Article 3rd   That any person keeping a book of 
the library longer than the time specified in 
each volume, shall pay to the Librarian for the 
use of the Library .06 ¼ cents for the first 
weeks default, and 12 ½ for each week 
thereafter. 
  
Article 4th   That it be the duty of the Librarian 
to examine each book when returned, 
whether the same be injured or not, if shall 
have been injured not to loan it again until it 
shall have been examined by the committee 
hereinafter proposed to be appointed. 
  
Article 5th     That there be two suitable persons 
annually appointed to examine the Librarian’s 
register, to see that he take proper care of the 
books, and, that they, with the Librarian, ases 
[sic] the damages on each as may have been 
injured and to report the state and situation of 
the library once in the year, and as much of 
lesser as occasion may require. 
  
Article 6th   After the damage has been 
assessed on a book, the person in whose 
hands it was injured shall pay the amount 




Robert R. and Martha Roberts 
Daniel Roberts, 
      Physician 
Robert Alphaeus Roberts, 
               Teacher 
Indiana University, Purdue University, Indianapolis 
Ann O’Bryan 
 
The Beech Settlement, Rush County, Indiana 
 
Beginning in the 1820’s, many free African Americans left their homes in North Carolina and 
Virginia and migrated to Indiana where they established settlements, often near Quaker settlements. 
Many bought land and were successful farmers. Soon after arriving in Indiana, they built churches and 
schools and began educating their children. The Beech Settlement was unique in that its residents 
created a lending library, located in the church.  
Two families in particular were leaders in the founding of the library: the Roberts and Jeffries 
families. Wright Jeffries was the first teacher in the community.  After the library closed, he kept the 
records and some of the books from the collection.  His niece, Mary Jeffries Strong, kept the 
collection together after his death, and in 1954 she donated them to the Indiana Historical Society 
library. 
In this project I have used the collection from the settlement library housed in the Indiana 
Historical Society library to learn more about the individuals who founded the library, their families, 
and their descendants, and to seek evidence of a legacy of reading and education as demonstrated in 
the lives of the descendants. 
The Mt. Pleasant Library 
 
  
One of the churches organized by Beech 
Settlement residents was the Mt. Pleasant 
Church, also known as the Beech Church.  
A school was taught in the church, and 
they placed their lending library in the 
church. The church was built on land 
donated by James D. Roberts, who was 
elected the first Librarian. 
 
From the minutes: 
“At the meeting of the Board of Managers 
of Mount Pleasant Library company  
April the 30th 1842, 
  
The secretary not being present – Henry 
Henley is appointed secretary for the day. 
 
The books were received, numbered, and 
placed in the Library and following by-
laws adopted.  Roberts Family Members 
 
James D. Roberts and his wife both died within a 
few years of the founding of the Library.  Their 
children were then cared for by members of the 
Jeffries family, brothers Macklin and Wright 
Jeffries.  Their son, Robert R., and his wife, 
remained members of the church throughout their 
lives, and used the library.  Their sons were well-
educated and successful as a teacher (Robert A.) 
and physician (Daniel). 
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